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MISSOULA--
Mike Van Diest (pronounced VAN-DEAST) became the newest member of the 
University of Montana football coaching staff, announced Grizzly head coach 
Larry Donovan.
The 27-year-old bachelor is from Helena, and is a 1970 graduate of Helena 
High School.
Van Diest played collegiate football at the University of Wyoming, where 
he also began his coaching career. He played tight end for Wyoming, and graduated 
from the university in 1975.
He coached at Wyoming in 1976 as a graduate assistant, and was elevated to 
part-time status in 1977-78, when he was a defensive line assistant. He was 
named the strength coach for the entire university in July of 1979.
"I'm looking forward to working with the athletes at the University of 
Montana," Van Diest said. "It is also nice to come home. I recruited Montana 
for Wyoming, and I'm familiar with a lot of the players on the team. We have 
some good, proven athletes here. I'm also looking forward to working with coach 
Donovan. I know he'll get the program going in the right direction."
Van Diest will have recruiting duties, as well as running the strength 
and off-season conditioning programs at UM.
He will begin his duties immediately.
